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HOUSE BI LL 2992

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Bl ake, Fronhold, and Conway

Read first tinme 01/21/08. Referred to Commttee on Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to historical parks and historic reserves tax
i ncentive program adding new sections to chapter 82.04 RCW adding a
new section to chapter 82.16 RCW and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 82.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The | egi slature recogni zes that the national historic reserves and
national historical parks |ocated in WAshington state are inportant
cultural and recreational assets for our citizens. Hi storical parks
and reserves preserve sone of the richest historic, archaeol ogical, and
architectural |andscapes and cultural resources in the state; places
that play pivotal roles in our region's history. For the public, these
sites offer unmatched educational and recreational opportunities.
Preservati on and enhancenent of these historical parks and reserves
drives econom c devel opnent through job creation and tourism as well
as enhances the Ilivability of our comunities and sustains these
hi storic | andscapes and structures for future generations. For these
reasons it is the intent of the legislature to encourage the continued
preservati on and enhancenent of historical parks and reserves | ocated
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in Washi ngton state. Such sites currently consist of the Vancouver
national historic reserve, Ebey's Landing national historic reserve,
Lewi s and Cl ark national historical park, Kl ondike Gold Rush nationa
hi storical park, and San Juan |sland national historical park.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 82.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Subject tothe limtations in this section, a credit is allowed
agai nst the tax inposed by this chapter for approved contri butions nade
to qualified Washi ngton historical projects.

(a) The credit allowed wunder this section is limted to
seventy-five percent of the approved contribution nade to a project.

(b) The departnment shall keep a running total of all credits
approved under this section and section 3 of this act each cal endar
year. The departnent may not approve any credits under this section or
section 3 of this act that would cause the total anount of approved
credits statewide to exceed three mllion dollars in any cal endar year.
The maxi mum any one historical park or historic reserve can receive in
contributions under this section or section 3 of this act in a single

year is one mllion dollars.
(2) For the purposes of this section and section 3 of this act,
qualified "Washington historical projects” include only capita

projects located on or in a federally designated historic reserve or
hi storical park

(3) Organizations eligible to receive contributions qualifying for
credits under this section include any organi zati on exenpt from federal
incone tax under 26 U.S.C. Sec. 501(c)(3) or governnmental entities with
a cooperative agreenent for devel opnent of the park or reserve.

(4) Application for tax credits under this section nust be nade to
the departnent before making a contribution to a historic preservation
program The application shall be nade to the departnent in a form and
manner prescribed by the departnent. The application shall contain
information regarding the proposed anount of contribution to a
hi storical project, and other information required by the departnent to
determne eligibility under this act. The departnent shall rule on the
application within forty-five days. Applications shall be reviewed in
the order that they are received.
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(5) The person or entity nust make the contribution before claimng
a credit authorized under this section. A credit that is allowed under
this section, with respect to any taxable year commencing on or after
January 1, 2009, but is not used by a taxpayer may be carried forward
to successive incone years until such credit is fully taken. In no
case shall a credit that is not used be carried forward for a period of
nore than ten years.

(6) Credit under this section is limted to the anpunt of tax
i nposed under this chapter

(7) Refunds may not be given in place of credits.

(8 To claim a credit wunder this section, a person nust
electronically file with the departnment all returns, fornms, and any
other information required by the departnent, in an el ectronic format
as provided or approved by the departnent. Any return, form or
information required to be filed in an electronic format under this
section is not filed until received by the departnment in an electronic
format. As used in this subsection, "returns" has the sane neani ng as
"return” in RCW82.32.050.

(9 No credit may be earned for contributions nmade on or after
January 1, 20109.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 82.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to the sane requirenents and limtations applicable to
the tax credit in section 1 of this act, a credit is allowed against
the tax inposed by this chapter for approved contributions nmade to
qual i fied Washi ngton historical projects.

(2) Credit wunder this section is |limted to the anmount of tax
i nposed under this chapter

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires Decenber 31, 2018.

~-- END ---
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